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A. VIOLA SMITH. 


Shangnai, March 2, 1932. 


Mr. H. Ibusuki, 

Shanghai Munieipal Counsil, 
Shang bei. 

Dear Sir: 

I have to acknowledge with thanks receipt 
of your letter uf February 29th, and in response 
thercto to advise that the Shanghai Municipal Police 
Department has freely interrogated :y servant and 
taken his personal deposition. 

Thanking you for the courtesy which you 

have show in investigating this case. . 
Very truly yours, 
Sad. A. Viola Suith. 


3303. | 


Shemghei, *ebrucry 29, ae 3. 32 


Miss A. Viole “mith, 

United Stetes Tevartwent of Commtrce, 
thaoghei. 

Bear Kada=, 

Thies ia to sqxnnowledge recei tt of your detailed informe- 
tion, dated tne 25th instant, concerming the diseprzerrance of your 
Bervant on the 26th, the ecaotents of uhich 1 cerefully noted with 
erect interest. 

fnis incident fs not @e triric te be overicoxed in view 
of the maictenenee of genee an@ order in the Shanguai Setilenent. 
Bpen enquiry to the Japanese Haval Guard, they were very much 
etfesvded wy the statement onde by yous servent oa the ground of 
the fact tht thes «cWer preased cr will press “forced lakor* te 
emyene whctcocvwer cod further they made an additiornel stetemert to 
the feet thet toth Bevel Suar@ and Military Gendarmeries hne been 
etriving ec itsrc fcr the prevention of auyone, specially Chinese 
subjects, to approach such importert ~ilftsery stores as alleged 
ia the statemert of your servant. 

Su-sming up these coctradicting statements I écem it 
eecessary to subdject tiie otter for further investigation. Ia 
Sie asentime I shell apsresiate very auch if you weald cindiy 
fursieh me with any evidense to substactiate tis statement made 
by your servant. 

3 om, Gear Maden, 
. Yeure wery Sicsera@y; 


© UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
a Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


Comme rcial Attache Service. 


Shanghai, February 25, 1932. 


Mr. Ibusaki, 

Japanese Assistant Secretary, 
Shanghai Municipal Council, 
Shanghai. 


Dear Mr. Xbusaki: 


You were kind enough this xoming to put through an inquiry 
to the Japanese Naval Headquarters regarding the disappearance yester- 
day of my servant, Chen Zing Nyao ( ) and to report to me about 
11340 a.m. today that you were advised that no detention had been made 
of such a person. 


You will wish to know that my servert returned to my apart- 
ment, 212 Szechuen Road, at the sane time you were phoning to me. Upon: 
learning of his arrival I immediately went home and interrogated him 
thoroughly in the presence of Miss Eleanor HM. Hinder. His story is as 
follows:- 


While en route to the compradore shop, Luen How & Co., which 
is located on Broadway near Boone Road, he stopped to view some 
pictures on display in the Oriental Studio of the Asiatic Publishing 
Company which is located a few doors west of the compradore shop. 

There were many other Chinese on-lookers. He had been there but a 
moment or so when he with some ten or twelve other Chinese were sur- 
rounded and. seized by six Japanese marines with drawn pistols who 
herded them into a waiting motor truck. The truek was driven via ; 
Boone Road to Seward Road where it stopped for approximately ten i 
minutes, during which time four Chinese pédestrians were seized, one : 
a@ woman (subsequently released). The truck-load of Chinese were then : 
driven through Seward Road down to Yanogtszepoo and off into the count ry; 
via Linching Road and some new road (the name of which the servant i 
aid not know) to a house which was surrounded by a high fence. Inside { 
of the compound were many airplanes. The object of this unwarranted ‘ 
seizure was “pressed labor®. They were kept under guard until about j 
midnight when they were set to work unioading motor vehicles which 
periodically arrived filled with bexes weighing approximately 25 to 50 
pounds, contents tnuknown, About nine ofciock this morning suey. were 
again put into trucks, driven to Wayside Road, and released. or this 
labor they were paid 40 cents each, My servant reports that he 
suffered no bodily harm other than the mental strain of fear from such 
seizure and captivity agaiest his will, They were told that if they 
obeyed orders and worked they would te unharmed ané allowed to go 

after 24 bhourss that what the uiliteary wanted were workers. We states 
that some who rejected the pay of 40 cents were severely siapped. 

This he escaped by retaining the money. He also stated that there 
pnd about 100 eaeal at this place who had uae “pressed* inte 

se Cl. 


iy servant carried aie wee my ‘eftietel ecard which TIT had 
given him some days ago in the hope of facilitating his going to and 
from my residence at 8 Young Ailen Bourt ez.) oe Hongkew Sere et Tpon 


"Please per mit my servant, Chen Zing Bya to my ‘ 
yesidense, 8 Young Allen Court." He stated ; ee 
this to the Japanese marines who held ats Paptieie they: ‘eaia it: 


wag no "nse; tore the card in tm ‘0a ¢ dom. He was able to 
retrieve the pieces which I now leve an he possession.” - 


From the interest which you: ‘wok: an this. ‘ease this: 
_ I feel that you will wish to ksow titse détails m4 to. ap 
' @aval headquarters that seizures ote ree military arrests 
spparentiy taking. place. yee Se é 


Paes 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


REPORT OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS. 


Se Dept. of Commerce, 3, Canton Lacaemeng f Shanghai, Chinse 
Oo , 


@ 
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Yesterday I reported the disappearance of my servant (see 
detailed statement given Finger Print Bureau en FYeby 24, 1952 
on CHEN ZING BYAO)e Besides reporting to Police Authorities, 


; 
3 
; 


I report the matter to Japanese Consulate Generals Mr. T. Araki, | 


Japanese Clues Mr Ibusaki, Asst. Japaneses SeGyo, S.M.Ce 
Tie morning Mr. Iousaki put thru an inquiry to laval Head- 
quarters and reported to m by telephone at about 11.40 ere 
thet the Naval Headcuarters had investigated and reported that 
no detention had been made. 

iy eérvant arrived at my temperary residence, 212, 
Szechuen Road, Ward Bldgs, Aptell, a few moments before and 
upon phoning me at my office I imediately went heme and 
interregated him, in the presence of Eleanor M. Hinder. 
He told the fellowing storys 

At 10.30 agm, Wednesday while proceeding to our 
eompradore Yuen, How & Co. on Broadway, he stepped to view some 
war pietures on display by the Oriental Studie of the Asiatic 
Publishing Ce. <A erewd of some 10 or 12 Chinese were also 
onlookers. They were suddenly seised by Japanese mines with 
@sawn pistels, herded into a waiting moter truck & drives to 
Seward & Boone Rosds (via Boone Road) where the truck stopped 
about ten minutes, during which time 5 Chinese & 1 chinese 
veran was pieked up (woman released) and thence the truck pro- 
ecocded to Yangtesepec, thence eeress Lincheng sead and eff into 
the country en a new road, unknown by my servant. They werctahen 
to a emall house bahind ea high fence, where airplanse were kept. 
At about midnight clesed mtor cars asrived filled with bomes 


aire eae 


The following is the statement of 


PRCL VS OE noosa oe os sh ects le er taken by me___.. en. 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. | 


REPORT OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS. 
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a AE on the___........_.....................and interpreted by.......0020....-.0...........- 


whieh the Chinese were ewliged to carry from vehicle thru the. -| 
yara to a storage spot. The boxes are said to have varied in 


men to carry. Wy sérvant estimates that the boxes weighed 


from 25 to so ibse Contents unknown» 


About 9 a.m. Thursday, Feb 25, he was herded with other 
Chinese into a truck and taken to Wayside and Yangtszepoo Reads 


where they were relensed, 


| 
| 
weight, sometimes carried by one man, sometinas requiring twe { 
| 


_ He states that he suffered no bodily harm, other than 


mental strain from fear of threats. Japanese told him that 


if he would work 24 hours he would be released unharmed « He 


| States there were about 100 Chinese in the compound as pressed 
| labour. ‘They were paid 40 (& & when some refused the pay they 


| he Gidmot refuse money 


were slapped by Japanese, though he was not so handled besnuse— 


_A few Gays ago I had given my servant my official 


ear, with an American seal attached, upon which I had written 


“Permit my servant Chen Zing Nyac freedom of passage to my 


_Fesidenee 8 Young Aliem Geurt*, to assist his going to& 


fzom Hongkew Market. He had this card en him Wednesday when | 


_seiseds ‘but ‘when ‘presenting it to TRPADOwS they soorned it, 


tere it in two and threw it to the ground. He later retrieves 


the pieces, which I now have in my possession. 
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The following is the statement of 


native of.__ taken by me____———————— 


__on the_______________and interpreted by 
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The following is the statement of ——____ eee 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. | 
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The following is the statement of 


native of ___________»_-_———COFSFT taken by me 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE, p52 


REPORT OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS. 
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The following is the statement of__chen Zing Neao (1 HP%), 
q 
native of____Nan@ Hsiang taken by me 


at__H*quarters on the March 1st ead Shee by_Clerk Huang Ming Fu. 


i 
i 
| 


I, Chen Zing Ngao, age 28, native of Nan Hsiang, 
am employed as a cook by Mr. Schmidt, an American, at No.8 
Shapoo xoad. 

at apdout 10.10 dem. on the 24th { left the Y.M.Ceou, 
at No.212 sSzecnuen xoad and proceeded to Broadwey to fetch 
some articles of food. When I wus passing a Chinese: studio 
between SNanzing and boone Roads, I saw a group of over ten 
Chinese standing in front of the studio and looking at 5 ome 
War pictures inside the window. f also stopped to gain 


a look at toem. Just at that time tnere approached from our 


aren enee Lt SRN NE 1s ANE CORON TRE Hey mT Ant 


back a party of 6 Japanese soldiers, armed with pistols, who 
wore blue uniform and appezred to be Japanese sarines. They 
forbade us to move and, with the exception of some women cua 
childrea who were told to go, heanifed us (11 men) together and 


calling tne motor truck with newly made unpainted rails from 


the opposite side, crove all of us’ inside. The truck proceeded. 
east along Seward aeud et the corner of Boone Road three 

other Chinese of the sountry people type were also taken up. 

t then continued its way to the east and finally stopped at 
e newly laid out Japanese xerodrome beyond Linching Read 

in Yangtszepoo, where there were already ucekact 50 to 60 
Chinese. With the exception of over ten Kampo people the 

‘rest all appeared to be men who shared our lot. We were-. 
ordered to sit on the ground inside mat sheds and required to. 
unload boxes which, we learned fraa Japanese soldiers, “contained a 
bombs, from heavily laden trucks. We thus worked for 24 hours” e 
during which period we were supplied with food, but, fearing bese 


Caos (2) 
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REPORT OF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS. 


The following is the statement of 


native of. taken by me 


at__....._......__on the_____==sSs§s§=___and interpreted by. ss—i—S 


that it might contain poison we did not teke anye after 24 
Uda aoe + hours we were each given 40 cents, end any one who refused 


to accept the money wes slapyed on the face. We were once 


Ne Eee Bm Cacao Sai aah eked oh. 


ae more taken uyon a truck anda driven to Wayside Road where we 
were releused. 
When we were in tne aerodrome, we were pléced under 


strict surveillance und forbidden to talk. I, however, 


vd 
4 
? 
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torough secret conversation, learned from the companion who 
worked with me (we worked in pairs) that he was Qamed Wanung 
and that he worked in a native bank the exact locality of 
which is not known, because I did not dure to talk with him 
much owing to our precaRious situation. There is enother 
point which I must point out. Some of the men pressed were 
conveyed to points further east. Whether they were taken 
to tne front or to some other adepot to work is not known. 


These are the true circumstances. 


. 


(Signed) Chen Zing Ngao. 
Witnessed Chen Zing Sung, Clerk 
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